Very recently, political science as a discipline has dealt with the global phenomenon of the expansion of Judiciary Power. This process presents itself through various levels of social relations up until the political level. In the specific field of politics, we may see the growing inclusion of the Judiciary as an important, and often decisive, actor in decision-making processes 2 .
The purpose of this book is to study the determinants in the constitutional empowerment (or lack thereof) of the judiciary in young democracies in developing countries, examining the conditions through which the judiciary was granted the important legal mechanism of judicial review. The book also attempts * http://dx.doi.org/10.1590/1981-38212015000300024 1 Robert Dahl also sought to understand this phenomenon, a strictly US issue at the time (1957) . 2 A vast literature addresses judicial empowerment in Western democracies : Ferejohn (2002); Hirschl (2001 Hirschl ( , 2004 ; Koopmans (2003) and Tate and Valinder (1995) The second chapter provides the theoretical framework seeking answer Brazil's and India's courts may lead to further judicial activism. This is crucial since researchers in Brazil have questioned whether judicial activism can increase, decrease, or maintain the status quo in these countries. The authors' belief is that judicial activism in Brazil and India tends to increase.
The final chapter provides a parallel in the politics of the de facto autonomy of courts in a democracy in a development country displaying low levels of particularism and a high risk-rate. The Indonesian case illustrates the causal arguments that unfold from the second hypotheses, since the Indonesian judiciary is often described as an institution lacking judicial autonomy. The Indonesian case confirms that the degree of centralization within parties (determined by electoral rules) explains why political actors in some democracies in developing countries are more likely to reduce de facto judicial independence when their time in power decreases. The analysis shows that the presence of a closed-list proportional electoral system, with grouped votes and ballots controlled by parties, resulted in strong, centralized parties, which endowed political elites with incentives and capacity to undertake restrictive actions on the independence of the courts.
The book has undertaken a vigorous theoretical and analytical effort, formulating the intertwining of the workings of the political system and its consequences in the strengthening (or otherwise) of judicial institutions. It shows innovation by articulating several methods associated with a strategic perspective 5 of the functioning of institutions.
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